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of his service, Firuz Jang was awarded a robe of honour and
an elephant. The men, who were in his escort were all given
robes of honour, horses, elephants and titles.1 Firuz Jang
joined the Emperor not very far from Golconda. The latter
made him Commander-in-Chief and sent him in advance to
take possession of the fortress of Golconda. Firuz Jang, in
spite of the resistance offered by the Qutab Shahi armies,
managed to reach the foot of the fortress and wanted to take
it by a sudden assault. Qilich Khan, under the command of
his own son, led the storming party and was struck by a can-
non-ball. He expired after three days. Firuz Jang laid a regu-
lar siege which turned out to be a long, arduous affair. The
besieged, under the direction of Sheikh Nizam and 'Abdur
Razzaq, showed great skill and perseverance. Firuz Jang
directed Saf Shikan Khan to carry the trenches towards the
moat and erect mounds with high batteries to bombard the
fortress. The Emperor's presence also inspired the soldiery to
action. When everything was ready for bombarding the be-
sieged, Saf Shikan Khan feeling jealous of Firuz Jang, who
had gained a greater distinction in the eyes of the Emperor
by his efficient siege operations, resigned from the post of
Chief of the Artillery (Mir-i-Atish}. Salabat Khan and, after
him, 'Izzat Khan were appointed to the post. The occasional
but daring raids of the besieged succeeded in demolish-
ing the batteries. Meanwhile the heavy rains had destroyed
the mound which was made after painful and patient efforts
of Firuz Jang and his men. In the words of Khafi Khan,
"they had completed the work of one year in one month and
a few days39.2
The mutual jealousy of the Mughal officers was responsible
for delay in the reduction of the fortress, which irritated the
Emperor. He better consulted the interest of his cause in giving
the general command of his forces to Prince Muhammad Aczam
in order to remove the reason for jealousy among the nobles.
Moreover, Firuz Jang had received two arrow wounds,
while he was leading the assault in presence of the Emperor
himself, who riding a horse accompanied the party right up to
gun-shot distance from the walls and bastions of the fortress.3
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